Tāši United Methodist Church
(from April 2018 to March 2019)
“Knowing... beloved by God, His choice of you.” /1 Thes 1:4/ 

This feeling isn't leaving and also many affirmations that Tāši is surely chosen, because God has beloved the members of Tāši church. 

Seeing back to the intentions of last year, we can see that some things have become true, but some have stayed unrealized. We succeeded in applying for financial support from Grobiņa government for the social center support (to help pay for utilities). It is going to be relief and a help for this ministry. Unfortunately, due to the human factor, the center is not finished yet, but we surely see the finish soon. Shower and laundry room is finished, walls are painted, heating system almost finished. Renovation is happening slowly because we try to involve locals, so that they would feel that it is their place also and would be willing to care for it. We had also our South Carolina friends who helped with small renovation works and shared fellowship. 
Sunday school teacher Aivija was a student in Discipleship Training School in London base and she together with other students came for a mission trip to Latvia and visited our church. It was amazing to meet again and to get to know other students and leaders of group in Sunday school finishing event in Beberliņi Nature Park. It is a joy that Guna helps in Sunday school ministry and also teenage girls are becoming disciples and we see potential in them. 
Sunday school has increased this year, because local kids have joined who didn't attend Sunday school before. God is doing a lot of miracles and blessings in our church. We have grown and have started teenager ministry, what we didn't have before. I was encouraged by teenagers and organized a 3-day camp, seven teenage girls attended it. Days were full of different activities and led by God. Two of girls could lead Sunday school next year, but I will lead teenager ministry, so they would have opportunity to get to know God more. /written by Aivija Kaupiņa/

A big joy is our sister church region in Northern Ireland Portadown Methodist Churches. We continue to have relationship and we wait for them to come to visit us. I was invited to serve in Northern Ireland Methodist all generation camp as a speaker for youth for a whole week in August. It was an honor and exchange of experience. 

We have started morning prayer small home group weekly, it is an encouragement and a place to share. 

Recently, we finished first part of Soul Care Seminar (see: Ellel ministries) and we are ready to serve members of church individually. This is a meaningful ministry for healing your soul with Jesus. 
Visiting Tāši elderly people (non-members of church) is definitely the ministry by which we are known in local community. God prepares ways and makes new friendships through that. It is two full days of driving from home to home, we share the Gospel, pray for needs, have given some Bibles also. Last time we prepared specific Bible verse for each person, then printed it and framed. God has answered many prayers through this ministry.
Evangelization happens also in cemetery where we hold devotions in summer time, it is with Word about the only Savior. Cemetery is reality which is met and also opportunity to share the real message.  
It is already a tradition to organize event for local families with three and more children during the Advent, but the plan of the future is to organize something similar in summer with games for all generations and Word of God. It is needed to make stronger fellowship and hopefully some of them will open to God. 

The deficit of pastors` salary fund challenged church to donate more. There is huge progress, because the amount of Sunday donating has doubled. We are not yet independent from the support from our sister-churches, but the church donates more and we can donate more for the pastors` salary fund. Our aim is tithing from our income to give away to the ministry which is not connected to us, but we are aiming towards it and praying for the courage from God. 

The new ministry of our church is foster families, because two women of our church have become foster moms. One of them has become foster mom for 11 months old girl and other together with husband has become foster family for two girls (2 and 3 years old) and they have their own daughter 9 years old. The church has grown and the volume of children is sensed in the beginning of service, but we also know that God loves this noise. 

In the beginning of December one more Guntiņa was born in Dukatani family, she is the miracle of God and the joy of parents. There are 7 children in this family and we try to support them in different ways. Second hand clothing from Denmark is a huge help to all Tāši families, because we invite all community members to take what is needed. 

There are new church members who have joined us after baptism, one mother with twin boys comes to church. We plan to have some more baptisms for adults and some teenagers who are thinking about giving their life to Jesus. Please pray for them.

Pastor Kristīne and Oskars Rozefeldi went on a mission trip to Africa and they came and shared their experience, because of their testimonies we have joined in mission work for Africa. At the moment it is an active small sock knitting and we plan to donate money for health insurance for some of the families. 
Future plans:
1. Finish renovation of the Social Center, furniture fitting, opening. Organizing educative and Christian events for the locals. Availability of the shower and washing machine. 

2. Organizing summer event for families with three and more children together with Mātras UMC. 

3. Discipleship of the potential Sunday school teachers. 

4. Get involved in mission for Africa. 

5. We need our own LCD projector.

6. The new church sanctuary project development. It is a dream which we want to realize, we want to build small country side chapel where we would have only services, but all other activities we would have in the same two floor building we have now. We do not have finances for it, but we believe it is a plan of God and we know that with Him everything is possible.  

With warm greetings and a big thank you for your prayers and support, 

Rev. Gunta
