Sunday school ministry, March, 2019
This will not be like a conventional report. As this is Sunday school ministry report, it surely can be different from any other report.
Before you continue reading, imagine that you are a child – no matter how old you are – a seven year-old, who is attending Sunday school at Liepaja UMC.

Imagine yourself as a curious child who loves God and has got to know Him by now. Imagine yourself as a smart and talented child who enjoys finding out things and especially – what is happening in other Sunday school classes of UMC in Latvia.

Imagine that you are going on a small trip through all Methodist churches in Latvia with a goal to find out what is happening there. Imagine having a sandwich, Coke and some chips, because the trip will not be a short one.

Let us jump in the car and embark on our trip. I am your Sunday school teacher, my name is Vivita, you know that I have two daughters who are also taking their first steps in Sunday school. You also know that I have been serving as the Sunday school coordinator for two years now. My duties include following what is going on in the Sunday schools of our congregations, planning of summer camps and making sure our teachers have enough materials for the classes, as well that the teachers are meeting on regular basis.

· Do you like your ministry?

· O yes, I love it. Every time, after meeting with the teachers, I have a great momentum to continue on my path forward.

· Which Sunday school are we visiting first?

· We are going to Paplaka, it is a small congregation with a wonderful Sunday school teacher.

· How big is the class?

· Not very big, but has a variety – around 10 kids aged 3 to 15.

· Why so?

· Because there is no other teacher who could take on the other group. It is not possible to divide it by age. However, I am happy that they are as a family where the older kids are helping the younger ones and they help each other to get to know God.

· Splendid. Where are we heading next?

· To Kuldiga.

· Kuldiga is your town, right?

· Yes, it is a town where I used to serve as a pastor before, but now God has put another pastor in the church who is definitely very good at leading God's parish. The Sunday school has 10 children, with average age being 10 years. They have two teachers, however both are not confident about themselves, therefore we have to put in a lot of work for them to believe where God is leading them. Sunday school is very strong here, they have a hope that these children will grow up to become the next generation of church members.

· Sounds good... wait, are there also youth in Kuldiga?

· No, there are none right now, due to lack of a youth leader.

· It is a pity, because it sounds like the children will soon be teenagers.

· You are right, but I believe that God will provide wisdom to the pastor how to deal with these “teens”. Hey, are you willing to go to Riga after Kuldiga?

· Of course, this is our road trip day. Maybe you can start by telling me what is happening in churches in Riga?

· Sure. Riga First has a stable team of four Sunday school teachers with a stable Sunday school, which is not big, but quite active. These children participate in the church life and are active also at summer camp.

· How about the second congregation in Riga?

· They don't have an active Sunday school for a while now due to lack of a teacher. We are praying that God provides a teacher soon.

· I have heard that Jelgava also does not have a teacher now – why so?

· Yes, there is also a lack of a teacher, therefore no classes taking place. Actually, a lack of teachers has been an ongoing problem in Latvia for years, because people seem to be so busy with their lives that there is no time left for serving. In the past 2 years only two new teachers have joined – at Liepaja church, where they replaced two who had left. Adults are so busy nowadays that many have workdays even on Sundays. However, everything is not bad. For example, Cesis has very strong teachers and Sunday school, because there are full families attending the church. We have noticed that Sunday school is strong only when at least one of the parents is also attending the church. That is why Riga First has a strong Sunday school, also.

· But how about the Liepa region churches?

· Everything is good, they have Sunday school and After school program, but pastor Vera will tell you about the latter more when you meet her. She is leading the After school program and will definitely know things that I do not. However, Sunday school is also not big, but active and willing to work. Look, I will have told you everything that is happening in our churches – I hope that you will have more questions once you meet them in person.

· But teacher, you forgot to tell about Matras and Tashi Sunday schools. Isn't anything happening there?

· You did not ask me about them yet. These are churches where everything is happening and alright. Although children at Tashi have grown up to reach early teen age and should take their next step, they also lack a teacher who would take over the leadership. Matras has children and everything is fine also with teachers. And in Liepaja... there is Sunday School, but very few children are attending, because parents are not attending church. But heart is rejoicing about the teachers who are active even on those occasions when only two children are present.

· Teacher, it sounds like lack of teachers is a huge problem, ain't it?

· Yes, it is true, every church would like to have at least one extra teacher who would help with this ministry. We are praying about it, but we are still in the waiting time.

· Teacher, I am hungry. May I...

· Of course, please have something, the trip is long and day is even longer... But don't forget to say thanks to God. Would you like me to teach you the prayer my daughters say?

· Of course!

· “Thank you God for the bread you give us today. Amen. Enjoy the meal!”

“Amen, thank you!”

· While you are eating, you cannot talk, so I will tell you what we have done during the past year together with the teachers. Would you be interested? Nod, if you would.
(The kid smiles and nods)
· This year has been challenging, same as previously, for all of the teachers to meet, therefore I have been visiting them regionally. These are wonderful meetings that help create personal contact and friendships, and we read Scripture every time together and pray for one another. We sincerely answer to the question – how am I doing? These meetings paint a picture of what is happening in the Sunday school of each congregation. Very soon we will begin planning the two summer children camps. One for the Sunday school children (with your participation) and the other aimed at reaching those kids that are not attending Sunday school. Last summer both camps were a huge blessing and brought much satisfaction about team work and God's work, same as before, however it seems that we have lost the goal of the evangelization camp, because there is no follow-up work with the children after attending the camp. We are planning to renew this goal and to understand what should we do after the camp ends. The participation was 60 and 45, respectively.

· Teacher. I have finished eating. May I say something to you?

· Sure, go ahead.

· I liked the summer camp very, very much – I always experience something strange. The adults say that it is God, but I am not so sure if it is God, or simply love. No one makes fun of me and I have a feeling that everyone loves one another and are very friendly. I have been praying God more frequently and have been reading Children's Bible after the last camp, because that is what we were taught at camp – that prayer and God's Word help get to know God better.

· Wonderful to hear that. You know, the love that you felt at camp must be love given by God. So, you are feeling God's presence through people who are at camp.

· Teacher, I liked the winter Sunday school camp very much, that took place at Riga First UMC on one weekend in February. I really enjoyed it. How did you come up with such an idea?

· The idea came from God. I wanted that the children meet each other not only in summer, but also at least once during the year.

· The name of the camp was interesting – What else is hidden in the Bible?

· Oh, yes, we knew that we wanted to talk about music, dance and cartoons. We wanted to help you, kids, to understand how Satan can trick us and enter our thoughts through songs that we often listen to, but that are actually filled with anger and hate. Same is with cartoons and dance moves that we watch, but that have hidden meanings. I think that the camp turned out well – we had a good time together, but also listened to God's leadership every moment. Do you remember how at the last day we performed during worship with a dance and two songs we had learned at camp?

· Yes, I loved it – I am still repeating the dance occasionally. I was surprised that 37 children had applied to the camp, but only 24 participated, due to illness. But it is much, nevertheless.

· Yes, it was a lot, and there were children from almost all of the congregations where Sunday school is active.

· Will we have similar camps in the future?

· Yes, definitely. This was first such winter camp, but not the last. Together with the teachers we have decided that it is going to become a tradition, therefore you can already mark the calendar next year on the second weekend of February.

· It is cool!

· Hey, would you like to sleep a little before we get out of the car and walk around? I am not tired of talking, but I know that there will be no time left for sleeping later.

· OK, maybe. Last night my little sister was crying a lot, I did not get much sleep. Alright, I will sleep a little, but later I will want to hear everything that I don't know.

· Alright. We will get a chance to talk some more. But now, please have a nap.

While the child is slowly getting asleep, teacher is quietly saying a prayer to God: “Dear Heavenly Father, I am giving thanks for this little guy who is so thirsty for knowledge about our Church, whose heart and eyes are lit in love towards you. I also give thanks for everyone who is praying and supporting our Church in Latvia. I am thankful for each donation, for funds that are sent so that we can exist. I am thankful for every Sunday school in Latvia and in the world. I am thankful for teachers, who are in this ministry. Thank you Almighty and Gracious God. Please keep us and bless us in our paths and work, bless the way we are on today. Amen.”
Teacher and the sleeping child continue their ride to the next congregation of UMC in Latvia.
Sincerely,

· Vivita Kalnina, Sunday school ministry coordinator

