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Paplaka United Methodist Church

August 2018 – March 2019

Based on appointment of the Bishop of Northern Europe and Eurasia Central Conference Christian Alsted during the District Conference of UMC in Latvia in August of 2018, I, Jānis Grunte, started serving Paplaka church as a probationary member.

Main events of the period

Regarding ministry programs and ecumenical cooperation:

1. We have been blessed by Danish Methodist congregation gave to our church 25 new Bibles as a gift before Christmas. What a precious gift.

2. We have been blessed by local authorities for allowing us to use their premises for church activities. It seems that God has answered our prayers to convince local authorities to locate funds for installing the stair chair lift so that the elderly could access the second floor and take part at our church activities.

3. We have stable Sunday School work with 7-10 children every other Sunday, led by one young adult who is Sunday School teacher. There is a hope that the older children will go through training program to take over Sunday school work.

4. We hold worship services in the sanctuary every other Sunday and Bible studies every other Monday.

5. Every year during summer and autumn we host what is called “graveyard services” for the community who come there to clean the graveyard sites of beloved ones and hear the message of Good News. This event is an evangelical outreach, because most of the people we meet there do not attend our church. 

6. We also visit those at their home who have not been attending for a longer time or are not able to come to church due to health reasons.

7. Once a year, in September, we participate in an ecumenical worship service at Vainode town to strengthen ecumenical cooperation.

8. Shortly before Christmas time, local authorities had organized an evening service outside at a little hill with the cross on the top where once stood large beautiful Lutheran church that was bombed during WWII, and now is a sacred place of commemorations and prayers for the people in the village. That was an opportunity to share the gospel to the unreached. 

9. In March of this year I was also honored to lead a devotional at one of the sites from where in March of 1949 more than 160 Latvians from Paplaka were deported to Siberia during Soviet times. This again was an opportunity to witness to the unreached. 

10. It is also encouraging to see new faces attending our church.

11. As my voluntary side job, I have been able to redesign and regularly update new website for the UMC of Latvia that can be viewed at www.umc.lv Due to no funding this website is in Latvian language only.

12. Me personally and consequentially Paplaka’s church have been blessed by FUMC Grapevine for raising nearly $ 16,000 to purchase an appropriate vehicle for pastor that will enable us to optimize and expand our ministry to a new level.

Future intentions

Regarding ministry programs and ecumenical cooperation:

1. I am in the process of finding the way to be more actively involved in the local community – to visit and form friendly relationships with residents (perhaps through home groups).

2. Form closer collaboration with the youth and look for ways to start youth ministry on Fridays – youth meetings, forming a worship group etc.

3. We have good connections with local newspaper to publish church activities and updates. But we want to expand the collaboration with Priekule’s region.

4. To further improve ecumenical cooperation (we will strengthen ecumenical ties with the local Baptist church to uplift one another in prayers and organize ecumenical projects).

5. This year we continue the work to advertise the church through social media. Local authorities mentioned that they will allow us to distribute info leaflets in public places as well as to put posters at bus stops, grocery stores, schools.

6. Due to pastor’s salary being cut by 1/3 starting this year, the pastor will look for additional paid job to make ends meet. May God help the pastor to find the kind of job that would not have negative impact on the productivity of ministry work.

Pastor Jānis Grunte
