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Mātras United Methodist Church

August 2018 – March 2019

Based on appointment of the Bishop of Northern Europe and Eurasia Central Conference Christian Alsted during the District Conference of UMC in Latvia in August of 2018, I, Jānis Grunte, started serving Mātras church as a probationary member.

Main events of the period

Regarding ministry programs and ecumenical cooperation:

1. We have been blessed by Danish Methodist congregation who gave to our church 25 new Bibles as a gift before Christmas. What a precious gift. 

2. We have stable Sunday School work with 8-9 children every Sunday, led by two adult Sunday School teachers. Some of the kids are now growing out of Sunday school. And therefore we are challenged to find leaders who could take over and create youth ministry.

3. Every Sunday we celebrate worship services together in the sanctuary and Bible studies after the worship service.

4. Every year in May we used to have Sunday school closing event at our church. But last year we did it at the backyard of one of the children parents’ home. We liked that idea and hope to do this again this coming May at one of parents’ home.

5. Our church members are also active at Wesley Camp site for summer camps and apple festival, as well as participating at Latvian Methodists Singing festival that takes place every year, but in different city. What a joy it was this year to sing with the Faithful Men choir from America.

6. We also participated at nation-wide international Days of Prayers event where thousands were gathered in the capital of Riga. Several thousands of young people from Europe were going out to evangelize in the streets of the capital city of Latvia for several days, and then joining back in arena to hear testimonies and praise the Lord together.

7. Once a year we organize a special service with presents for families with more than 2 children.

8. We also visit those at their home who have not been attending for a longer time or are not able to come to church due to health reasons.

9. Once a year, in September, we participate in an ecumenical worship service at Vainode town to strengthen ecumenical cooperation.

10. In collaboration with the local elementary school and pre-school the congregation participates in a charity project – Oriental Star (preparing gifts for children suffering from consequences of war).

11. We also give a yearly donation to the Gideons International to purchase and distribute Bibles for public buildings.

12. There is an ongoing ecumenical cooperation with Grobiņa regional council to talk about novelties and possible projects for cooperation between denominations and the council.

13. As my voluntary side job, I have been able to redesign and regularly update new website for the UMC of Latvia that can be viewed at www.umc.lv Due to no funding this website is in Latvian language only.

14. Me personally and consequentially Matra’s church have been blessed by FUMC Grapevine for raising nearly $ 16,000 to purchase an appropriate vehicle for pastor that will enable us to optimize and expand our ministry to a new level.

Future intentions

Regarding ministry programs and ecumenical cooperation:

1. I am still in the process of finding the way to be more actively involved in the local community – to visit and form friendly relationships with the local residents.

2. Form closer collaboration with the local elementary school and look for ways to start youth ministry – youth meetings, forming a worship group etc.
3. We are looking for an active and mission-work oriented partner church in USA and Europe to foster development of mission work of the church.

4. To further improve ecumenical cooperation and to be fully aware of what is current in society and churches, we plan to meet with varied representatives from Christian denominations and local municipality once a month or once in two months, on regular basis. 

5. To get our church building up to the legal requirements (health and safety regulations), we have initiated a long-term fundraiser that can be viewed here: https://gogetfunding.com/restoration-of-matras-umc-in-latvia/. So far we have been able to raise close to 2000 dollars which is 3% of the total amount of funds needed. Thanks to everyone who contributed in any possible way. We hope to finish this project by 2025 when Matras' church will celebrate its 100th anniversary. So may God help us for this dream to come true.

6. Due to pastor’s salary being cut by 1/3 starting this year, the pastor will look for additional paid job to make ends meet. May God help the pastor to find the kind of job that would not have negative impact on the productivity of ministry work.

Pastor Jānis Grunte
