Liepaja UMC, pastor Gunta Grina-Sologuba

(April to October 2018)

“Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what I have spoken against this place and its people... and because you tore your robes and wept in my presence, I also have heard you, declares the Lord.” (2 Kings 22:19)

This Scripture is my prayer for this congregation where God has put me to serve – for the hearts to feel the Holy Spirit and that humility is the brightest trait of our congregation, as well that mutual repentance and repent to God is immediate.

We were overjoyed about the formation of a praise group and there were some sprouts of praise and worship nights once a month. They worshiped once or twice a month during the regular services. But the young lady who was leading worship and was the only one who played a musical instrument, moved with her family to another city. The worship ministry ceased and we are now praying to God that it may restart again. We are happy about the church ensemble which praises God every Sunday and participates in varied interdenominational events.

We had a common clean-up event at the forest near Tosmare lake, filling up a big container. There were 23 people participating from all ages. Thanks to Sniedze who organized it, and we had a closing picnic at the Amber trail. It is important to take care of God's creation, this was like a practical discipleship.
We held the Open Church night at our church again. Inga Grantina with her daughter, Tasi ensemble the White Roses and the Gardeners, DTS London based group with worship and testimonies were among the performers. This is an opportunity to introduce the congregation and Christian fellowship to the society.

We hosted mission groups from London based Discipleship Training School (DTS), where Aivija Kaupina (from Tasi UMC) was one of their students. They served at youth centers of Liepaja, the hospital etc. We also hosted a VIM team from South Carolina led by pastor Tony Rowell, they worked at Camp Wesley, but they have a strong fellowship with our congregation. Many international students are studying in Liepaja, several students from Sri Lanka are attending our church. One night in June they organized an event about Sri Lankan culture and history for our congregation.

Fellowship is a place where we can get to know one another and grow in Christ. We organized a weekend at Camp Wesley in summer with a spiritual part and a time for bonding.

The youth ministry has changed because all youth have grown up as young adults, there are more individual meetings. God has gifted them, but they don't always have the willingness to devote their lives to Christ, which is also a prayer need. The teen group has disbanded because Paula was not ready to continue the ministry she had started. A sign of burnout. We need a servant for teens and for youth. In March, me and Anita Ercuma organized a 24 hour teen camp, with our main guests Chris Greene and Jim Reid. Our hearts ache because there truly are teens who are ready to get to know God more, but there is no servant. Some of the teens will be a part of the camp staff this summer, which is a joy.

Sunday school ministry is coordinated by pastor Vivita Kalnina, and two more women are involved in this ministry from our congregation: Dace and Ilze. There are times when many children attend, and sometimes – just one. However these teachers have passionate hearts for children.

Women's ministry is being strengthened in small groups, at women's fellowship nights with varied topics and during the summer weekend retreat, which was organized at Grieze Lutheran retreat center. We plan gathering in the near future to share information on varied parenting seminars we have attended as individuals.
Camp Wesley is a place we love and where we serve. Our church members have served in different ways: the chef, food suppliers, staff mentor, staff members, programming leaders, shepherds, volunteer maintenance workers, Board members. Currently we are trying to understand what practical help we would like to provide to the camp.

It is a pleasure to lead baptism courses, where we see how new disciples are forming preparing for baptism with immersion. Last summer, I had an honor to wed a former youth from Kuldiga and her fiancee.
I have participated in Lutheran pastors' weekend retreat in Saldus, Road to Emmaus planning in USA, School of Breakthrough in Vidzeme, Methodist pastors' weekend, Awakening Europe, to strengthen and improve myself. I had a great honor and joy to serve and lead lectures to youth at an all-generation camp for Methodists in Northern Ireland. We both (as pastors) and 3 church members just finished the first class on Soul care and healing. It is a new ministry we would like to start at our congregation.

Liepaja UMC, pastor Edgars Sneiders

(October 2018 to March 2019)
We started October with harvest and thanksgiving festival. We thanked God for the autumn harvest, as well spiritual blessings.

We restarted having Bible and prayer meetings on Wednesday nights. The Sunday school also was restarted.

One one the larger events in October was Ecumenical Nation's prayer in Riga, at Skonto hall, on October 20. More than 1,000 people from different denominations gathered. Liepaja UMC was represented by church choir and its pastors.

On October 22 an ecumenical Conference on Authority and Dignity was held in Liepaja. Several church members participated.
November began with Orphans' Sunday. We prayed for children living in Liepaja orphanage, as well as collected offerings.

Latvia celebrated its 100th Anniversary on November 18, hence we participated in several ecumenical worship services and events.

Several women participated in an ecumenical event for women in Riga.

We organized a special lunch and fellowship for the senior members of our church during this month.
December, as usual, began with preparation for Christ's birthday celebration. Besides worship and events at church we visited several elderly members of the congregation at their home, offered the Holy Communion, prayed and encouraged them with God's Word.

We also visited 25 elderly people at palliative department of Metalurgs hospital. We delighted them with music, poetry, God's Word and prayers. Liepaja church members had prepared each elderly a special gift – a warm blanket.

We also visited the day care center for people with special needs. We held a devotion and several workshops. It was also very blessed.

In December, we received a truck of humanitarian aid from Denmark, which was meant for the whole Latvia UMC. Our congregation was active in receiving and sorting.

Our congregation was also active participating in the Oriental star ministry. Many shoe boxes with gifts were prepared to be sent to children suffering from war consequences in countries near Syria.

Our congregation has been preparing a special event for the homeless in Liepaja on Christmas night. It happened also this year. The congregation prepared presents and a special holiday dinner. The event included Christian songs, prayers for these people and preaching God's Word.
At the start of January we organized a special thanksgiving event for all the people who had served at church the previous year.

We held another special lunch and fellowship for the elderly of our congregation. We strengthened them with Scripture, songs, prayers and played some games.

Several of our members took part in a Conference on finances and stewardship in Riga, led by our Bishop Alsted.

On January 20, a special concert was organized commemorating the late Liepaja church maestro Miervaldis Ziemelis. Representatives also from other Liepaja churches and musicians who knew Miervaldis took part.
In February, we visited church members who are unable to come to church.

A prayer seminar was held at church from February 7 to 9, where church members and people from other Christian churches and denominations took part.

On February 17, pastor Kristine Rozefelde and her husband Oskars visited and told about their mission to Africa. Several members were encouraged to begin knitting socks for children in Africa and we also collected an offering for their education.
In March, several members, along with pastors, participated in Soul care seminar. Last class was held this month. It was 5 months long and offered information on how to help people who are facing varied problems.

On March 6, we served the people with special needs at the Day care center again. 

On March 8, the first Ecumenical prayers for Liepaja city were held at our church. Our church members and people from other Liepaja churches took part.

On March 9, our church choir and musicians participated at the Latvia UMC song festival at Riga First UMC.

On March 11, the Faithful Men choir (USA) performed at 3 sites in Liepaja: the hospital, Christian book store Sabats and the Methodist church.

On March 12, a teen camp was held at church with our friends from USA Chris Greene and Jim Reid participating.

On March 15, we hosted a Liepaja city prayer breakfast when we prayed for the city and its leadership together with representatives from other denominations.

On March 19, we organized another special lunch for our senior members.
We hold a prayer breakfast at church every Tuesday, which is open to all. We pray for the Church, the congregation and varied needs. We are thankful to God for answered prayers. After the prayers we have breakfast together and enjoy fellowship time.

There are several small groups at church that gather for prayers, fellowship, and Bible study.

Future plans:

1. Continue organization of varied small retreats for strengthening of members in faith and for fellowship purposes (church camp, retreat for women, youth weekends etc.) 

2. Formation of additional small groups, addressing and training of new small group leaders.

3. Renewal of a praise group – currently we need a person able to lead worship and accompany on a musical instrument. 

4. Continue ministry outside of church walls, preach the gospel to those who don't know God yet.

Needs: 

1. Youth and teen ministry leader in Kurzeme area, based in Liepaja, with a driver's license. Maybe God would call some missionary who would be willing to serve for several years and develop this ministry. 

2. Putting electricity system and heating system in order. A complete renovation of the heating system would cost ca. 18,000 EUR. Last year we managed to do a partly renovation of the heating system in the sanctuary to lower heating bills. We could not do more due to lack of additional funding.

3. We would love to host VIM teams to help with renovation of the church premises.

4. We need a new laptop. 

5. Daytime blinds for the large windows of the sanctuary, which cost ca. 1,000 EUR. We try to use a projector at worship, but it is not possible on very sunny days.
