Kuldiga UMC 2018-2019

Our God is the eternal and unshakable rock upon whom we can trust in all life situations. God has been faithful in the time period from the previous FOL gathering, and He has wonderfully led and richly blessed Kuldiga congregation. We are thankful to all of our friends for support and unceasing prayers. And we as a congregation have also been faithful working together as one family. Serving together, we have brought blessings to our families, our church, and surrounding community.

Almost every day there are activities held at Kuldiga church. On Sundays, we celebrate worship service, bet afterwards we have a fellowship. Sunday school classes also take place on Sundays. We are happy that God has blessed us with two Sunday school teachers. There is one new activity in our church – every Monday we hold special classes for teen aged children. We are thankful to teacher Amanda for it. We gather once a week for prayer breakfast, worship nights and Bible studies.

God has been leading our church for several years in a social outreach towards the surrounding community. We offer a place to get a shower and do laundry to people who do not have such amenities at their home. We have been receiving additional funding from the local municipality for this project for the second year now. Most of the people using this service are disabled, pensioners, ex-prisoners, homeless persons, families with more than 2 children and other outcasts of the society. Therefore, it is not only a social support to the local community, but also a wonderful opportunity to integrate these people in society and reach them with the Gospel. Every week tens of people come to our church with a need not only to wash themselves and do their laundry, but also to be heard and accepted. Some of them have already become a part of our congregation and participate in worship services and other common church events.

Since last summer we have been making a hot soup twice a week at church so that these people who come to take a shower and are in a socially and financially adverse situations would have an opportunity to enjoy a hot meal. We are grateful to Anitra, Igita and whole of Kuldiga congregation for this ministry, because every support is invaluable. We are cooperating with the Blue Cross organization, who have donated bread to us. We distributed the bread to the poor in Kuldiga and in the nearby parishes.

We continue serving outside of the church walls. We are visiting the hospital, retired people's homes and social homes. We brought worship songs to Easter celebration of the Society for the Blind People and the Open Church event at Klostere church. During Christmas time we visited the lonely and sick people at homes, retired people's homes, social homes in Kuldiga and its surroundings. Everyone welcomed us warmly and we experienced how open people's hearts were to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Also, this year we helped organize evangelization events of Samaritan's Purse project. We tried to visit the farther parishes where such evangelization has not taken place before – Kabile, Vārme, Gudenieki. We plan a similar evangelization event for kids during a summer camp at Zageri for foster families. In December, we participated in the project Oriental Star when we prepared gifts for Syrian and Georgian refugee children.

Seminars at Igita's country home Zageri have become a good tradition. We not only learn and worship God with songs together, but also do varied work together, for example prepare ingredients for soup ministry. In summer, we held a second camp for foster and guardian families at Zageri, which included varied games, worshiping and horse riding. We will continue this tradition this summer also and we hope to find additional funding to pay for an event tent, which would help adjusting to variable weather conditions and rain and preserve the joy of children and their parents.

Last year our friends from Tennessee, USA, helped in organization and execution of the camp. We were very excited for the opportunity to host our very dear guests at our church. A special gratitude to Jim for leading Bible studies and to everyone else for their help in preparing and leading the camp at Zageri. Listening to our friends' advice on how to improve financial situation of our congregation, we have started to look into opportunities to participate in projects funded by European Union. To earn additional income, from February, we have started renting our premises to a Pentecostal church.

Great thank you to our Tennessee friends for their financial support that helped seventeen children from our congregation to participate in summer Evangelization and Sunday School camps at Camp Wesley. For several of them it was a life-changing experience and adventure.

Every year many of us participate in Latvia UMC organized events across Latvia. This past year we had an honor to organize the Song Day of UMC in Latvia at Camp Wesley. We are very thankful to whole Kuldiga congregation for the work put into the planning and execution of the event.

A good cooperation has formed with churches of other denominations in Kuldiga area and Kurzeme region. We regularly participate in common praise and worship nights, Kurzeme regional prayers, pastors' gatherings, Prayer breakfasts, meetings of the Religious affairs committee. According to our ability, we try to support the common Christian events in our town. Our congregation is actively participating also in country-wide events. We attended the Awakening Europe event at Arena Riga and our singers took part in the common choir singing during the Latvian Prayer Day at Skonto hall.

God has blessed Kuldiga congregation with our maintenance projects. The renovation of the entrance door has been finished and the door is reinstalled in its original place. We are doing research of the foundation and walls of the building to find out how to strengthen them. We are preparing documentation to apply for a municipality co-funding for execution of this work. We are planning to continue restoration of the remaining windows. After securing of the foundation, we sincerely hope to find additional funding for renovation of the floors in several rooms of the church.

Looking into future, we hope that, while serving one another and the nearby community, we will not forget to turn our sights toward Jesus Christ, who is our Lord and Leader. We don't cease believing that God will bless abundantly all of the intended work and projects. However, above all we have a prayer that God would unite us, strengthen us and provide us with wisdom and courage to accomplish the work that has already been prepared for us.
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