Hope Center in Latvia 2018-2019

One of the main objectives of the “Hope Center” is to support the socially vulnerable sections of the society, namely mothers and children, despite national policies, difficulties, intolerant and sometimes dissenting attitudes of society, and we continue to care for mothers and children to whom we sometimes are the only hope and support. The “Hope Center” is an organization that provides support for single mothers and families with children. We are working to improve the situation of many families in Latvia, as well as supporting mothers who do not have sufficient skills in childcare. At the “Hope Center”, young mothers acquire sufficient skills in childcare and necessary life skills, they learn to take care of their children and acquire parenting skills according to the age of the child.  Some young mothers have very low level of education and at present do not have sufficient capabilities and skills to take care of themselves and their children. The job of the center is to provide support and ensure that the interests of these young mothers and their children are protected. These young women are motivated to gain education and they seek opportunities to improve their lives in the future. The center has highly educated and supportive team that takes care of the most vulnerable day-to-day. I have to admit that the “Hope Center”, is often the only hope for a mother to stay with a child. 

Last year, in cooperation with volunteers we organized training, excursions, educational tours, lessons for mothers living in the center; also we continue to provide support for mothers that have left the center to live independently. We have started significant improvements in the territory of the “Hope Center” that are planned to be completed this spring. We have installed a greenhouse, swings, and a sandbox for children to be able to play outside. We have also repaired the fence and purchased new gates to demarcate the territory. Small repairs have been done to maintain the building, but still a lot of work needs to be done, we need to change the flooring in separate parts of the house and some cosmetic repairs are needed to be done, like paining the walls etc.

In 2018, ten mothers and twelve children have stayed in “Madaras” support center for young mothers and pregnant women. Five mothers and six children have received a partial support from municipalities. Because of our work, at least a hundred families in need have received support and assistance (food, clothing household appliances etc.). In case of need, families were provided with social and psychological assistance, they were informed about the possibilities to gain education, also they have been informed of the ways to gain work experience, and were assisted in many other situation etc. 

Last year was full of challenges and difficulties, but the team of the center is working hard to provide the necessary support for mothers and their children. The personnel provide support and unconditional love to those who have not received it their lives. Although, our team is highly educated, we have dedicated this year to raise the professional qualification of our team members. It is a serious burden to the budget of our center, because education is very expensive in our country, but it is necessary because highly educated personnel can contribute to the Latvian society and provide better service.

This work is not easy and not always it is recognized by the people, but when you see that young mothers and their children are happy and satisfied with their lives, you become aware of the noble job you are doing. 

I express my sincere gratitude to anyone who believed in us and supported us through the years. Because of your support we have had an excellent opportunity to continue the work of God in Latvia.  We, all of us would like to thank you for your continuous support. 

With love and gratitude, 

Gita Bināne

“Hope Center” director

