Cesis UMC ministry 03/2018 – 03/2019
I would like to begin this time with greeting words inspired by Colossians 1:1-3:

“Kristine, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to God’s holy and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ who live on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean: Grace and peace to you from God our Father. We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you!”
The goal of our previous year was not only to not forget what God had done in our lives and how he had worked at our personal spiritual growth and sanctification, but also to go and share with others the God's experience and love of Christ. Some have succeeded more, for some it is still in the process of learning and understanding. However, we, as a church, have discussed and recognized our desire – it is important for us to bring the Gospel outside of church walls. We understand John Wesley's and, in my opinion, biblical view increasingly more – that sanctification can not be only personal, that it definitely is also social.

Our congregation has experienced also many challenges this year and have felt first hand what it meant when someone started living in a serious sin and how it could stop church work. We have also learned how to face the sin, but don't forget to love the sinner! One of our top priorities at church is to reach whole families – husbands and wives with children, including grandparents and other relatives. It is a great joy to see and experience when whole families come to Christ and acknowledge God with their Yes, because family is also God's priority and we affirm the power of this, if only it is spiritually healthy and are living a holy life – this is why we experienced great attacks and challenges in this area for two families. And we as a congregation know and understand that we have to remain strong in our faith – as a rock – and we have to base our faith and trust in Christ, our steady Rock! We will be grateful for your prayers particularly for family and marriage situations at Cesis UMC – may the Holy Spirit continue His wonderful work in us, for we don't be afraid of His calling to be true and open on this issue! May a complete freedom come, where it is needed, and may the Holy Spirit protect and continue to lead the families that have fully invited Christ in their families and marriages! We want to raise up and protect the value of families in our Homeland Latvia!
Worship services – every Sunday at 11, but we begin at 10 with a prayer time.
Prayer time – it is very important. Due to the current situation United Methodist Church is facing at the General Conference level, we are praying for our Church and God's guidance in this matter every day for one minute at 1PM. Everyone is invited to stop whatever he or she might be doing at that time and to pray for our Church! We are praying for our connecting congregation at Smithfield UMC, TX, as well for the local sister church – Matras UMC. Also, a small prayer team gathers to pray and fast for God's vision for Cesis UMC. We truly want to know His vision and where he wants to send us!
Sunday school for children – every Sunday during worship service. We need prayers for increase of number of Sunday school teachers. We have one teacher who will cease her ministry and we are in need of more hearts and hands willing to join this ministry.

Praise nights and Bible study – every Thursday at 6 PM. This is more like a small group meeting which, we hope and wait, will attract more church members. This is a very important ministry – because we dig deep into God's Word, share testimonies and moments of personal trust, where we can confess our sins and mistakes. By God's grace we are able to provide music for us – using internet or when I pull myself together and play the piano, when I am able to, on Thursdays and Sundays, because our pianist tends to be ailing for long periods of time. Please keep the musical ministry in your prayers – because we as a congregation affirm that musical ministry plays a great role in attracting people.

Social outreach (diaconal work) is expanding. Due to our belief that sanctification is also in a social community, we take care not only of our members and neighbors and their needs, but also of the clients of our city's nursing home Cirulisi. We have started also a new ministry at Cesis Clinic. We have formed a good contact and our cooperation has become regular. If two years ago no one understood our willingness to do works of mercy there, and we did everything alone, now we are being greeted with open arms and even the PR manager of the clinic is accompanying us everywhere.

This year, me and my husband Oskars were offered an opportunity to go on a mission trip to Maua town in Kenya, Africa. After returning home, we shared our experiences and calling from our hearts to find other ways of helping African Methodist Church to do their mission. We have deeply understood the meaning – even when you think that you have nothing, you must learn to share with the oil that you have. And when you act like this, God multiplies what you had! May the trustworthy God be praised! We have started a new ministry at church from this – we are raising money for health insurance of African families (6 USD a year) and are knitting socks for small children. Winters in Kenya are cold, and Latvia can fill this need by knitting socks. We have addressed several other congregations of Latvia UMC besides Cesis, and some others have also responded to this ministry need. The motto is – if you have two, share one with others!
Church newsletter – it has grown through the years, has transformed, ceased, and restarted and now new, quality church newsletters will be published. We understand that the newsletters are documenting our congregation's history and are an excellent tool for reaching people – for new, as well for church members that have not been attending church recently.
Hope Center – we are very happy to announce that one of the Hope Center's clients has officially become a Cesis UMC member. She was not only regularly attending our church with her son for 2 years, but also applied for the confirmation classes and has become an official member who not only wants to receive, but also to become very involved in ministry. There is also another former client of Hope Center, who has started attending church with her husband and 3 children and is expressing interest of becoming an official member. They have both attended a marriage course at our church and, when they will be ready, would like to bring their marriage, once approved by the State, in front of God to ask for His blessing and anointment. She is not an official member yet, but is already involved in ministry and desires to bring her gifts to Christ.
Free time of church members – we see very positive results when trying to implement sanctification in everyday situations, where these girls and also other church members are. It took around 3 years for me and my husband to get the church members used to spending their leisure time together more often – playing volleyball, fishing, going to the cinema, picking mushrooms and wild berries, or simply having a common meal. We have noticed that in these informal moments in particular, we become increasingly more  personal and open, and it is easier to trust one another.  And it is where the stereotypical thinking about Christians is being changed – whatever it might be (I don't want to go into details here).
Open Church Night – we participated in Open Church Night last year and it as a wonderful tool to use to endorse Methodist Church and also to be proud of our Christian family and heritage that we have. Last year Latvia's 100 year anniversary was included in the theme of the event, and we were happy to find out that Latvia UMC has only 3 years to go to celebrate its 100 years, also. This allowed for a nice conversation starter with the visitors who were surprised to find out that the Methodist Church in Latvia is so old.  We had a great amount of joy to work on the program, prepare history materials of the congregation and prepare workshops for our visitors.
Latvia UMC Song Festival – although we were left without our piano player, we gathered and formed a team, because we really wanted to participate in this special event of the Methodist Church. We tried to mirror our year at church by our two songs that we performed – that God can lift us up and anoint with His oil and make us truly beautiful only when we return to the feet of Jesus with a sincere repentance.

We were very happy that the Faithful Men choir from Fairview UMC (Maryville, TN) also participated. Only a few days later we all together went to serve to Ilguciems Women's Prison in Riga, where we have a strong cooperation and Cesis congregation will take on a new ministry, then also to Cesis Clinic to bring joy and bless the patients and staff. Also, in cooperation with Cesis town municipality, we organized an evangelization concert at Vidzeme concert hall “Cesis”, where the attendance was bigger than expected. On Sunday, we had a new person in attendance. We also formed several new contacts at the hospital with patients who expressed willingness to come and visit us. We are sincerely grateful to the Faithful Men choir who help the Methodists in Latvia to light sparkles in our ministries.
Confirmations and Baptisms – this has been a blessed year and we can repeatedly affirm that the people who have become members of our congregation continue to attend regularly and are actively involved in ministries. We will continue with this goal we have set and it really works: while a person is attending confirmation or baptism classes they have to already find a ministry area for themselves with a help from church pastor.  Thus, the person is not only attending the class, but is already enjoying affiliation to the family and that their talents are needed and necessary. It really works. When our lay leader resigned, we were left without an Administrative Board chair. When no one volunteered for this vacant position, 4 people agreed to participate in a lottery. Thus, these people responded to the congregation's need and agreed the guidance of the Holy Spirit to decide who will be the interim chair of the board. No one hoped for such great responsiveness. 

5 adults were confirmed, one of them was baptized. One 10 year old child was also baptized, whose mother is a member of the church, but both godparents are Christians.
We are happy to announce the blessed problem of Cesis congregation:

We are growing and have outgrown our premises. We truly lack space for ourselves, never mind organization of an evangelization event or Alpha course, or offering so much needed premarital courses to the community.

A couple of years ago God had given us a vision about a new church in Cesis. And we are slowly moving towards it. We have examined land properties in several places. We have also talked to the Latvia UMC Administrative Board, because the property we are using is owned by Latvia UMC. We would like, with their permission, to sell the existing property and for a temporary term rent larger premises so that we could continue expanding our Christian family in Cesis and its area. And, at the same time, we would like to build a new Methodist Church in Cesis that would truly look like a church from outside.

Please pray for us that in this process, which will definitely be filled with challenges, we don't lose our hope, but continue with passion and persistence towards the vision that God has presented us.
I would like to finish with the Word from Luke 18:27 - “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” There are some people in our church who grab their heads sometimes, but we must not be afraid, because with God truly all things are possible! He is able to create all things new! Only He. And we as a congregation are also aware that we need to show our trust in God starting with the small things, then He will trust us with bigger things later on.
May God bless you who are reading this! I am usually inspired when reading other reports and testimonies. I am hopeful that this report has inspired you at least a little bit. Be blessed, know and believe that with God all things are possible!

Sincerely and praying for you,

Kristine Rozefelde

Pastor of Cesis UMC

